Games Rally Information Sheet

What is Games Rally?
Games Rally is a competition where riders work on teams in a relay fashion, competing against other teams in a series of races.  Some games include jumping on and off your ponies, bending around objects, picking things up and putting them down, handing things off to other team members and other crazy and silly things you may be asked to do. 

Who can go to Games Rally?
Riders who are solidly trotting and steering and are learning to canter. They must be comfortable riding with and without stirrups and very comfortable leaning forwards, backwards and sideways on a pony. They must be able to mount and dismount easily, mounting form the ground, not a mounting block. 

What are the divisions?
Walk Trot-9 years and under
Junior-12 years and under
Senior-between 12 and 15 years of age
Advanced-between 15 and 18 years of age

How to qualify for Championships?
Must be 10 or over and a D2 for Junior, between 12 and 15 and a D3 for senior (if 15 they must be a C1), between 15 and 18 and a C2 for advanced

Who is on a team?
Teams are made up of five members, one of which is the captain. The captain is in charge of handling any protests or inquiries. Each game played has four riders, so the five riders rotate through who plays what games, so the ponies and riders get breaks, and nobody does a game that is unsuitable for them. If a rider or pony gets hurt, the remaining four riders must play all the games.

What to wear?
Our club always wears a white JSRC polo shirt, tucked in, A Pony Club Pin (you must have this or you will lose points), paddock boots, black gloves, ASTM/SEI approved helmet, a hairnet, the team pinney (provided by JSRC), helmet cover (provided by JSRC), a medical arm band and tan or khaki jodphurs with a belt and the straps that go under the boots. We follow all the pony club rules about jewelry for mounted activities-nothing but one pair of stud earrings.  

When is it?
Games is usually the last weekend in may/first weekend in june.

What being on a quiz team means:
Weekly or twice a month practices from November until Games Rally in May/June. 
Having good sportsmanship and good teamwork.
Going to any extra practices that may be added, including demos for the club or invitations to games preps with other clubs.




What being a parent of a Games Rally team member means:
Volunteering at Games rally or being the chaperone (see below). Each child must have at least one volunteer with them at Games rally for the entire day. 
Helping out at meetings occasionally, and coordinating carpools for any off site meetings.

What being a chaperone means:
The chaperone is responsible for communicating between the team and the leaders/instructors.
They are responsible for filling out and handing in the entry form, including collecting the fees and paperwork from all team members, and sending it in. 
They spend the day of Games Rally with the team. The chaperone on the day of the rally is the only one allowed to communicate with the children, and then can pass information on to parents. They are also in charge of making sure the children eat, drink, and go to the bathroom.
Coordinating the preparation and packing before the rally, including setting up meetings for going through the required equipment lists with the kids and helping them with this.


Why do Games?
It’s a ton of fun.
It helps build confidence, strength and balance. 
It’s all about teamwork, so it’s a great bonding activity.
When else can you go that fast on a pony and not get yelled at.
It’s good for people who don’t like to, or want to jump.




 
